
REVOLUTIONS
THE NEOLITHISATION OF THE MEDITERRANEAN BASIN: THE TRANSITION TO 
FOOD PRODUCING ECONOMIES IN NORTH AFRICA AND SOUTHERN EUROPE

OCTOBER 29–31, 2015
The REVOLUTIONS WORKSHOP will examine the transition from the 
Epipalaeolithic/Mesolithic to the Neolithic, and the emergence of food-  
pr oducing economies in countries that border the Mediterranean Sea. 
Rather than discussing domestication itself, it aims to examine the pro-
cesses of Neolithisation over the broader region. The chaired sessions 
within the roundtable workshop will begin with brief summaries of the 
papers, then focus upon discussion between the individual session 
participants before the broader group of roundtable participants and 
audience debates them.

The key issues that this workshop aims to address are: 

 — The reasons and temporal pace of change from non-food producing 
to food-producing groups.

 — The extent to which indigenous changes within technology, storage 
and increasing sedentism characterise the transition to food produc-
tion between the Epipalaeolithic/Mesolithic and the Neolithic, and 
the degree of any interaction between immigrant farmers and indig-
enous groups.

 — The potential impact of wider and local environmental change upon 
the emergence of food-producing economies.

 — The effects of human and object relationships; how did the introduc-
tion of farming change existing technologies and what impact did 
this new technology and objects have on human groups?

 — The ecological, social, and cognitive consequences of tending 
 animals and plants.

 — The directionality of movement of human groups and animals within 
these contexts.

CONVENOR

EXCELLENCE CLUSTER TOPOI | (A-2) POLITICAL ECOLOGY

Dr. Joanne Rowland, Ägyptologisches Seminar, Freie Universität Berlin

Dr. G. J. Tassie, Excellence Cluster Topoi, Freie Universität Berlin

Dr. Giulio Lucarini, McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge

VENUE

Topoi-Haus Dahlem, Hittorfstr. 18, 14195 Berlin 

REGISTRATION

The keynote lectures (*) are open to all, but as there will be limited places at the roundtable 
workshop, those wishing to attend as members of the participatory audience should e-mail 
their interest to the organisers at revolutions@topoi.org

ABSTRACTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT

www.topoi.org/event/28612/

community.topoi.org/web/revolutions/

MAIN SESSIONS

 — ECOLOGY, PLANTS AND ANIMALS

 — CULTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL P ROCESSES

 — MODELLING NEOLITHISATION

 — REGIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE TRANSITION TO FOOD-PRO-
DUCING ECONOMIES 

PRESENTATIONS BY

Nick Barton, Helen Dawson, Annett Dittrich, Julie Dunne, Maria Gatto, 
Karin Kindermann, Jorg Linstädter, Veerle Linseele, Giulio Lucarini, Kate 
Manning, Marcello Mannino, Agnieszka Mączyńska, Heiko Riemer, 
Steven Rosen, Joanne Rowland, Noriyuki Shirai, G. J. Tassie, and Marc 
Vander Linden.

KEYNOTE LECTURES

29th October, 18:15 hours:  Barbara Barich (with Reception) *

30th October, 09:00 hours: Graeme Barker

30th October, 18:15 hours: Fekri Hassan *


